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Growing, Hill Report W arins

By Muwrrey Mavder
Washington Post Slaff Writer

Fighting in Laos and Cam-
badia is Increasing in infensity
under  “defeviorating”  condi-
tions even if {he war is wind-
ing down in South Vietham, a
Senate staff report warned
yosterday,

Present U.S. policies offer
“nothing but the prospect of
more of the same, af higher
cost,” in these two nations
while U.S. troops continue {o
he withdrawn fram South
Vietnam, the report said, -

As a result, the Uniled
States is becoming heavily re-

liant on Thailand *“as a hase{
in Indo-|

for conlinuing wa”
china, To try t{o save Laos
from a Communist takeover,
{he United States is financing
increasing numbers of Thai
“irregulars” to fight in Loos,
swhich has *circumvented” a
legislative pr olubmon, it was
stated.

While the United States
“#eontinues {o encourage "Thai
involvement in the Indochina
war,” Thailand’'s uneasiness
ahout U.S. overturcs toward
China is arousing guestions in
Thailand about “the wisdom
of greater involvement” in the
conflict,

“These findings were in-
cluded in the summation of a
report made public yesterday
by a Senate Foreign Relations
subcommittee headed by Sen,
Stuart Symington (D-Vo.) The
94-page report itsell, still elas-
sified seeret, is awaiting secu-
yvity clearance by the Nixon
administration. 1t is entitled
“Thailand, Laos and Cambodia
—Januvary, 1072 based on
ficld studies by staff investiga-
tors James G. Lowenstein and
Richard M. Moose. -

“It has been very difficult to
wring out the iruth about just
what we are doing there,” s
Symington in discussing the
latest in a serics of inve';tiga-
tions on U.S. commitments m

Jndoohm' .
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“I'he military situation is
curren{ly worse In Laos than
at any tlme since 1962, and
worse {than ever.in Cambodia,
This is {rue despile the vast
expenditures, despife the U.S.
and South Vietnamese incur-
siong info Cambodia, and de-
spite the South Vielnamese
invasion of Laos” last yecar,

In Laos and Cambodia, the
investigators = stated,  they
could find no plans o(her than
“to continue to pursue the pol-
icics which thus far have
served to intensify the de-

struclive impaet of the war,
while failing {o arrest the de-
feriorating military, npalitieal
and  ceonomic  situations  in
those (wo countries,”

In Thailand, the reporf said,
it is time {o "“put on n more
candid basis” the real reasons
for exiensive military and cco-
nomic aid, in place of the
standard justification of com-
hating the “insurgency”
threat, The United States, the
report said, hm paid “a hmv
indirect price” {for makmr

Southeast Asia.
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Thailand a principal base in}
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No figures appear in thel
published summary of the re-:
port, which was released after’
a review yesterday by mem-:
bers of the full commitlee.

The report queslions the Fx-

ecutive Braneh’s compliance
with “the legislative restric-
tions the Senate has imposed
on the level of warfare in
Laos and Cambodia to fore-
stall “another Vietnam," and’
the effectiveness of present
U.S. policy. ]

News accounts have re-;
ported that 6,000 to 8.000 U.S.-
{financed Thai “irregulars,”
which eritics call “mercenar-
ies, are operating in Laos.
The report agpin challenjred:
the administration’s definition
of these f{roops as “local
forces,” exempl from legisia
tive prohibitions on  “third.
counfry” forces, The report
also said that while U.S. forces
and advisers have been kept
out of Combodia, as the law.
reqguires, it is “too soon” Lo de-
termine if limits of §350 mil-
lion in U.S, aid for Laos this
vear, and $341 million for
Cormbhodia, “will be observed.”

The sumimary said, in parl;
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Mnareh 2, 1972 By Joseph Mastrangelo—Thio ©

" Syrian raids were staged against Israclbace
-Nelghts shaded) and Xsracl planes
and other

attacle
areas of Sovthern Lebanon,
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